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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE AND END OF JUDAS ISCARIOT. 


“ Ir had been good for that man if he had not been born.”—-MATTHEW 26 : 24, 


Sucu is the alarming and astounding language of the Lord: 
Jesus Christ respecting one of his disciples and apostles. The: 
Messiah needed not that any should testify to him of man; for he: 
knew what was in man. He searches the hearts and reins. He- 
declares the end from the beginning. “Jesus knew from the: 
beginning who they were that believed not, and who should 
betray him.” Christ's ministers are often deceived ; Christ, never.. 
He knows all things. He never was overreached. His eyes are: 
as flaming fire. He easily detects the most specious pretenses. 
He knows all men, all hearts, all destinies. 








5. 
34 THE. NATIONAL PREACHER. 


The pose here spoken of. is Sudas, whose surname is Iscariot, | 
u 

















Judas, Judah, Jehudah, and Jude are all the same word, 
varied ony. im unimportant particulars. The word Judas literally 
signifies, the praise of the Lord. ‘The name'was common among 
the Israe \ One of Jacob's sons was called “Judah. From 
him descended ‘the tribe, within whose territory. was Jerusa- 
lem, and from which arose the name of Jews, After the ten 
tribes broke ff h designated the tribes of Judah and Benja- 


min, while thesnéstewere called Isragl. One of the Maccabees, 
very renowne@ in history, was called Judas. Another of them, 
who bore the Same ‘pame, suffered martyrdom under Antiochus 
Epiphanes. ; Besides ° hese here.are. several o ersons of the 
same name,~more or. less noticed in ewish . before the 
coming of Christ. <After.that‘we ave an aecount of four men 
called Judas. One re Bere host . amascus. (Acts 9:11.) 

ther , was, surnamed , Barsabas, sent wit 

ted Jad Ss tr to Antioch Wh ladenes of the baal 
of Jerusalem. This was itself a high honor. Luke calls him one 
of the “ chief men among tlre brethren.” (Acts 16: 22.) Another 
was surnamed Thaddeus, or’ Eebbeus, or Zelotés. In Matthew 
13 : 23, he is called the brother (or kinsman) of our Lord. He is 
thought to have been the son of Mary, the sister of the blessed 
virgin, and the brother of James the Less, If so, he was, accord- 
ing to the flesh, cousin-german to Jesus. His father’s name was 
Alpheus. The last epistle in the Bible bears the name of Jude, 
an was written by this man. The other Judas, mentioned as 
living in the first century of the Christian era, is the betrayer of 
our Lord, surnamed Iscariot. The word Iscariot is variously de- 
rived. Some say it is an abbreviation of Issachariothes, and sim- 
ply declares that he was of the tribe’of Issachar. Others derive 
it from two Hebrew words that unitedly signify, a man of mur- 
der. Others suppose that his surname simply shows that he was 
of the place called Carioth or Kerioth. This is probably the true 
explanation. Ish-Carioth or Iscariot is literally, a man of Ca- 
rioth. 

Of this man the fearful sentence is uttered by the Lord: “It 
had been good for that man if he had not been born.” What 
language of terror! Well might any ears tingle at the sound. 
““ What heart~can conceive the awful and tremendous import of 
those words?” Let us consider the life and end of him of whom 
they were spoken. But before entering into the particulars of his 
history, a few general remarks are pertinent. 

1. There is no evidence that Judas Iscariot was a man of bad 
countenance. Most men are much influenced by looks, and man 
think they can tell a man’s character by the physiognomy. This 
may often be true; but there are many exceptions. The case of 
-Judas was probably one. In paintings intended to represent him, 
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he is commonly distinguished by a sly, mean, cunning; malicious 
countenance. There is nothing in Scripture to warrant artists in’ 
go painting him, beyond 'the simple fact of his wickediess. « For 
might that appears to the contrary, he-was a man of calm, free; - 
open, placid, benignant countenance. j 

‘2. There is no evidence that, up to his betrayal of his Lord, his’ 
conduct was the subject of censure, complaint, jealousy, or of the 
slightest suspicion. Until the night when he committed the 
traitorous deed, his reputation seems to have been\fair, and with 
out the shadow of a blemish. He was not’ambitious; as James’ 
and: John on one occasion were. He was free fromthe character- 
istic rashness of Peter. His sins were all qoncealed from the eyes 
of mortals. Hé was a thief; but’ that was known only to Om: 
niscience. 

»8: There is no evidence that, during his ‘continuance with! 
Christ, he regarded himself as a hypocrite. Doubtless he thought 
himself honest. He knew no: other kind of sincerity than that 
which he possessed, He may have had solemn and joyful feelings’ 
under the preaching of Christ. He may have had very awful and’ 
tender thoughts when he himself was preaching. Such is man’s: 
self-ignorance, that it is probable not one in ten thousand who 
are hypocrites firmly believe that such is their character. Nay, it: 
commonly happens, that the worse men are, the better they think 
themselves to: be. 


4.’ Let it not be Be ong that Judas ought not'to have known 


his character. He shut his eyes to the truth respecting himself. 
He voluntarily rejected evidence that would have convicted him 
at the. bar of his own conscience. Self-ignorance is a great sin. 
It is fostered by pride and unbelief and impenitence. 

The first mention made of this man is entirely creditable to 
him. He is introduced to us as one of the twelve, whom Christ 
chose as disciples and confidential friends, to be with him and 
hear his instructions, both public and private. We are not told 
that Christ ever availed himself of the absence of Judas to make 
any communications to the eleven, until the night of his betrayal. 
Peter, James and John were more with Christ than the others. 
But between Judas and the other eight there does not appear to 
‘ have been any marked difference in the treatment which they re- 
ceived at the hands of the Saviour. ' 

Having for some time been a disciple, the Lord ordained him 
with the other eleven to the office and work of an apostle. (Matt. 
10: 2-4; Mark 3: 18; Luke 6:12.) Since the birth of Christ 
this is the highest office to which any mortal could attain. The 
gifts requisite for the performance of its duties were extraordinar 
and miraculous. They belong to no man now living. The proofs 
of an apostle were in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. 
(2-Cor, 12 : 12.) Every apostle must have seen the Lord. (1 Cor. 
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9.:1.),. There were in early times, as there are still, vain pretend- 
ers to this office; but it is the duty and honor of the churches to 
ex their idle claims. (Rev. 2: +) But Judas was an apostle, 
an performed the duties of his office as did his fellows. He 
preached, he healed the sick, he cleansed the lepers, he raised 
the dead, he cast out devils. One part of the apostolic commis- 
sion required the shaking off of the dust from the feet as a testi- 
mony against those who would not receive them nor hear their 
words. It may be that Judas did this very thing, but there is 
no evidence that he was more denunciatory than others, 

After the return of the apostles from their first mission, and 
after they had given an,account of their success, there is nothing 
said of Judas, until James and John, at the instigation and 
through the instrumentality of their mother, applied for the su- 
periority over their brethren. On this occasion, it is said; “‘ The 
ten were moved with indignation against the two brethren.” 
(Matt. 20 : am) Luke says: ‘“ When the ten heard it, they began 
to be much displeased with James and John. (10: 41. he 
records shows no difference between the behavior of Judas and 
that of the nine others. They all may have spoken of the wicked- 
ness of such ambition, and their remarks may have been. ve 
just. Judas may have been as temperate as the others. There is 
no evidence that he possessed a bitter or intolerant spirit beyond 
others, nor that he was often guilty of censoriousness. It is’ not 
at all improbable that Peter was more liable to reproof in this 
matter than Judas. 

Soon after this, we find Christ warning his disciples against “ the 
leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” (Luke 12:1.) Ju- 
das may have improved this hint so far as to attack these arch 
deceivers, and to preach some very searching, alarming sermons- 
But as a matter of personal application to his own heart and con-' 
science, the warning seems to have been wholly neglected. Like 
many modern hypocrites, he probably gloried in his sincerity. 
Even bold t ressors, who break'all God’s laws, often boast of 
their truth, candor and honesty. 

Not very long after this, Christ made a more pointed declara- 
tion, which must have excited considerable attention. It was this: 
“ Have I not chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 
aes 6:70.) Weare not left to conjecture who was intended, 
or the Evangelist adds: “ He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of 
Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of the 
twelve.’ (John 6:71.) Some time after Jesus said: “ Ye are 
clean, but not all. For he knew who should betray him: there- 
fore said he, Ye are not all clean.” (John 13: 10, My. What 
effect these sayings may have had, we are not informed. But they 


do not seem to have provoked any uncharitable remarks. Even 
Judas seems to have remembered that Christ had said: “Judge 
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not, that ye be not judged.” (Matt. 7:1.) But we do not learn 
that these warnings of Christ caused Judas to search his own 
heart: It is certain that they had no permanent, salutary effect; 
though it is almost inconceivable that they should have been 
wholly powerless, ag 
The next account we have of Judas respects his cand regard 
for the poor. When the affectionate Mary anointed the feet of 
the blessed Jesus, Judas was there. Being treasurer of Christ's 
family, and acting without auditors, he had dishonestly used some 
of the funds for his own private purposes. Hence he is called “a 
thief.” It is no where hinted, however, that he esteemed himself 
‘a rogue. He may have thought that he ought to have more than 
any other, as he had all the care of the fisc. He may also have 
deceived himself with idle plans of future restitution. There is 
‘no evidence that he fully condemned himself for a moment, though 
he may have had qualms and misgivings. When Mary anointed 
the Lord, Judas objected to such an expenditure, and on grounds 
‘quite plausible to some minds: “ Why was not this ointment sold 
‘for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?” (John 12:5.) 
This reasoning seems to have struck others, who were good men. 
‘Matthew says: “The disciples had indignation, saying, To what 
a pe is this waste?” And Mark says: “ There were some that 
ad indignation within themselves, and said, Why was this waste 
‘of the ointment made? For it might have been sold for more 


‘than three hundred pence, and given to the poor. And they mur- 


mured against her.” (Mark 14: 4, 5.) How often are good men 
led astray by the specious pretenses of bad men. Judas cared not 
for the poor, but he coveted that money. He did not see what 
good it could do to anoint the Lord with so very precious oint- 
ment. I¢ was not necessary for purposes of health, And Mary 
might have honored Christ in some other way. Besides, by giv- 
ing the price of that ointment to the Lord, who regarded the poor 
as his friends, and who always gave alms when he could, there 
would have been no waste. We have much Iscariot charity in 
our day. No doubt many said of Judas: “ What a kind ‘heart 
he has to the poor. He never forgets them.” We have modern 
economists, who love Christ no more than Judas, and who extol 
every thing that looks like saving money in efforts that are merely 
to honor Christ. 

It is strange that the enemies of our Lord seem never to have 
thought of winning over any of his disciples. This is strong proof 
of the entire absence of suspicion respecting their fidelity.” Ac- 
cordingly they did not apply to any of the apostles to turn traitor; 
but “ one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief 
ve and said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will de- 
iver him unto you? And they covenanted with him’ for thirty 
pieces of silver. And from that time he sought opportunity to 





88 He » ‘(PRE NATIONAL PREACHER. © oe 


betray him.” (Matt. 26’: 14-16.) This is the account given’ by 
one Evangelist. That of Luke is much like it: “Then entered 
Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of ‘the 
twelve. .And he went his way, and communed with the chief 
priests and captains, how he might betray him unto them. ' Ama 
they were glad, and covenanted to give him money. And he pro- 
mised and sought opportunity to betray him unto them in the ab- © 
sence of the multitude.” (Luke 22: 3-6.) It is probable ‘these 
enemies of Christ were much surprised when they saw and knew 
Judas, and still more when they learned his errand. This was’the 
moment of exultation to wicked men and apostate angels. They 
seem to have thought that at last they would ease themselves’ of 
him whose sermons and miracles had made such an impression. 
When Judas went to the chief priests, he probably expected to 
obtain several thousand pieces of silver, and thought thus to make 
his fortune. Possibly he intended to get his money, fulfill his bar- 
gain, and put his Master into their hands ; but expected Christ im: 
mediately to deliver himself out of their power. Thus the traitor 
would have become a swindler. Whatever were his thoughts, ‘he 
made the offerto betray him. The chief priests loved money, and 
understood bargaining. They probably saw in Judas an anxiety 
to hasten the mattter. This would make them appear less careful 
in the business, until at length he sold to them the Lord of life 
and glory! for thirty pieces of silver, a sum equal to £3 17s. 6d. 
sterling. 

The bargain being made, the difficulty with Judas now was to 
fulfill his partiof it. “ And from that time he sought eiremrce | 
to betray him.” Wickedness is troublesome. Probably Judas 
gave frequent assurances of fidelity in his covenant with the Jews, 
and would have pretended to be grossly insulted if any had charged 
him with a design of fraud. Sin fearfally blinds the mind, and 
hardens the heart. The devil seems now to have had full posses: 
sion of Judas. He took no time, he had no heart for reflection. 
He may have kept up some form of prayer, but there was no sin- 
cerity in him or his devotions. 

At the celebration of the Passover, Jesus said: “ Verily I say 
unto you, that one of you shall betray me. And they were ex: 
eeeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say, Lord, is 
itl? And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with me 
in the dish, the same shall betray me, ‘The Son-of man-goeth as it 
is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom: the Son of 
man is betrayed | it had been good for that man if he had not been 
bern, Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and:said, Mas- 
ter; is it 1? He-said unto him, Thou hast said/? (Matt. 26: 24- 
25.) When it is said, ‘‘ They were exceeding sorrowful,” the re- 
ference is doubtless.to the others beside Judas.. It almost broke 
their hearts to think it possible that they should prove traitors. 
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But although Judas, last of all, asked, ‘Is it 1?” yet there is no 
evidence that he had any right feelings, but the contrary. As soon 
as Christ told him, what he should do, Judas withdrew and sought 
his accomplices in wickedness, This exposure before the whole 
family of Christ seems to have stirred up the deepest malice, and 
Judas felt no longer any restraint from the decencies of the: case, 
» Judas being gone, Jesus said : “‘ Behold the hour is.at hand, and 
the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. ; Rise, let 


.us be going : behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. And 


while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with 
him ‘a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief 
prieste and elders of the people. Now he that betrayed him gave 
them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I kiss, that same is he: hold 
him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, Mas- 
ter, and kissed him.” (Matt. 26: 45-49. See Luke 22. 47, 48, 
49.) What a band was this! How bent on shedding innocent 
blood! How cold and impudent the malignity of the traitor! 
How enormous his guilt! One would have expected that at. this 
moment hell would have felt such mighty raven for her prey, as 
to open wide her mouth and swallow him alive. But his cup is 
not yet full. Vile as he was, he would yet sin more and more. 

_ The deed was now done. The bargain was fulfilled on both 
sides. Judas had put his Master into the hands of his murderers, 
and he had obtained his reward. Yes, he had in possession “ the 
goodly price,” as it had once seemed to him. But presently the 
silver began to lose its lustre, and the money its value, The price 
of blood began to be a torment to its possessor. The inspired reé 
eord is brief but striking. ‘Then Judas, which had betrayed 
him, when he saw that Jesus was condemned, repented himself, 
and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests 
and elders, saying, I have sinned, in that I have betrayed innocent 
blood, And they said, What is that to us? See thou to that. 
And he east down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, 
and went and hanged himself” (Matt. 27 : 83-5.) No mortal can 
endure the fell gnaw of the undying worm. Judas found it-so, 
That silver filled his soul with horrors intolerable. Of late he had 
greatly desired to get it, but now he throws it down in the temple, 
and calls upon the priests, the ministers of religion, for some alle- 
viation of his distress; but they pay him no regard. ‘They would 
not evén receive back the price of his treason. Not believing. in 
the value and efficacy of that blood which cleanses from all sin, 
not beholding in Jesus the Lamb of God-which taketh away the 
sin of the world, not finding any sympathy from his accomplices, 
conscience wielding over his guilty soul the terrible sword of eter- 
nal and inflexible justice, and a hell burning within him, he 
hanged -himself, and shot the awfal gulf of death, and plunged 
into an-undone eternity. ‘ He went to his own place.” “It had 
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been good for that man if he had not been born.” It is as true of 
those who kill themselves, as of those who kill their neighbors, 
that “ no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.” rv 

The aggravations of the sin of .betraying Christ were: man 
and great. The traitor was eminent in place, in gifts, in officeyin 
profession ; a guide to others, and one whose example was likely 
to influence many, and if evil, to give great occasion to the enemy 
to speak reproachfully. His sin had for its object the Lord Jesus - 
Christ.. It was an attack on God himself. d 

This sin admitted of no reparation, no restitution. It wag 
against mercies, against convictions of conscience, against frequent 
and recent admonitions, against his ordination vows, against his 
own preaching, against all the rules of friendship, against all the 
bonds of discipleship. It was committed deliberately, willfally, 
knowingly, presumptuously, impudently, maliciously. It. was 
perpetrated just after the most solemn and tender interview on 
record, just after being engaged in the most solemn rites of reli- 
gion. It was of a scarlet dye and of a crimson hue. c 

Taking his own life was but adding iniquity to iniquity. He 
may have justified himself in his suicide, and thought that he had 
a right to do as he pleased with his earthly existence. Perhaps he 
thought also that hell itself could not be more intolerable than his 
present anguish. Miserable man! why wilt thou place the seal 
of immutability on thy own perdition, making thy doom irre- 
versible, and putting thy soul beyond the reach of even. the 
mercy of God? Oh! what a fiend is man without the grace of 
God! No natural amiability, no faithful instructions, no power 
of working miracles, no solemn sacraments, no tears and warnings 
can save any man from the vilest sins’ and the hottest hell. 
God’s free, sovereign, eternal love can alone save any soul. 

This subject is full of instruction, and teaches many salutary 
lessons. Let us not so far separate ourselves from Judas as to 
suppose that we are naturally better than he, or that if left to our- 
selves we will not prove that we are ready for any deed of wicked- 
ness. A monster of depravity was he. But all sin is horrible. 
And God would have us learn wisdom from the fall of the worst 
men in the world. Thus we may profit by the overthrow of the 
most infamous. The lessons taught us by the life and end of 
Judas are such as these. 

Though wicked men do not so intend, yet in all cases they shall 
certainly glorify God by all their misdeeds. “Surely the wrath 
of men shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou 
restrain.” (Ps. 76: 10.) The wickedness of Judas was by God over- 
ruled to bring about the most important event in man’s salvation. 
Let the wicked never forget that their unbelief, impenitence, 
profaneness and persecution of the godly, all their sins of heart 
and life and tongue, shall in spite of themselves glorify God, 
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though it be at the fearful loss of their own.souls.. The wicked 
tow hate God but they can not defeat him. If they, will not,be 
vessels to honor, they shall be vessels to dishonor. If they refuse 
to be useful in a cheerful service, they shall be usefulin their own 
destruction. (Ezek. 15: 1-8.) 
‘Nor shall God’s unfailing purpose to bring good out of -evil 
abate aught of the guilt of those, who work iniquity. Judas’ 
treason was all foretold and of course it was predetermined., Yet 
his accountability for his wickedness was unimpaired; for he 
acted freely in all he did. Men may clamorously assert, but they 
never can prove, that the divine purpose so interferes with moral 

ney as to impair human obligation to do right. ‘It is 
wonderful that thinking and studious men do not. see, that. the 
whole system of prophecy is a direct and full confutation of all 
objections, on this ground, against the doctrine of predestination. 
The predicted events can not possibly fail of accomplishment: 
they must therefore either be absolutely decreed by the all-wise 
God, or there must be some necessity whieh can not be overcome 
even by the Deity himself. The first is Christian predestination, 
the latter is heathen fatalism; but neither interferes with man’s 
free agency and accountableness; for he still acts voluntarily, 
according to the prevailing inclinations of his heart.” Judas 
acted with perfect freedom. He could not have had more liberty. 
Therefore his guilt ‘remained. That which was true of the be- 
<0 was also true of the murderers of our Lord. (Acts 2: 28 
and 4: 27, 28.) 

From the history of Judas we also learn, that when a man, is 
once fairly started in a career of wickedness, it is impossible to tell 
where he will stop. God’s grace may arrest one in the maddest 
career, as it did Saul of Tarsus. But left to himself, man will dig 
into hell. The good providence of God mercifully restrains even 
the wicked, else existence on earth would not be desirable. Scenes 
of violence and blood, deeds of outrage and atrocity, words of 
hatred and blasphemy, and looks of fierceness and terror would 
appall us every bees but that God lays his almighty hand upon 
the hearts of men and commands them to be still. Tiessdteelaal, 
every heart would show its possessor a monster of wickedness. 
Passions, which now lie smothered, would, if let loose, rage and 
sweep every thing before them. Natural affection; the voice.of 
conscience, public opinion, regard to reputation, and fear of| the 
law, are happily employed by providence to hold men, baek. 
‘The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of 
water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.” (Prov. 21:1.) 
Even in this life many a poor sinner has been affrighted: at. the 
lengths which he had gone in crime and debasement, and has 
cried out in sore amazement: ‘And have I come to this?’ In the 
next world surprise awaits all the impeniteny. ‘When they 
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shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall 
not escape.” (1 Thess. 5: 3.) 

All men should especially beware of covetousness. “The love 
of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows.” a Tim. 6:10.) Of the truth of this teach: 
ing Judas was a fearful witness, No tongue, no pen can describe 
the sorrows which rolled over his soul. When men are eagerly 
heaping up riches, they are doing work for bitter repentance in 
this world, or in that which is to come. Even on earth “ the 
covetous man heaps up riches, not to enjoy them, but to have 
them; and starves himself in the midst of plenty; and most un- 
naturally cheats and robs himself of that which is his own; and 
makes a hard shift.to be as poor and miserable with a great estate 
as any man can be without it.” Nor can he divine who shall be 
the gainer by all his toils. ‘“ He heapeth up riches, and knoweth 
not who shall gather them.” (Ps. 39:6.) God has specially set 
himself to punish covetousness, It is idolatry. It is as true of 
this sin as of drunkenness, that in the end it biteth like the ser- 
pent, and stingeth like the adder. 

Did men but know how bitter would be the end of transgression, 
they would at least pause before they plunge into all evil. Seneca 
said: “ Malice drinks half its own poison.” © The same is true of 
all evil passions. The madness of men in rebelling against God 
is beyond a parallel in human history. They delight in iniquity, 
they roll it as a sweet morsel under their tongues, they risk all for 
it, and they lose all by it. Their hearts are fully set in them to do 
evil. Oh! that men would hear the warning words of Richard 
Baxter: “ Use sin as it will use you; spare it not, for it will not 
spare you; it is your murderer and the murderer of the world. 
Use it, therefore, as a murderer should be used. Kill it before it 
kills you; and though it kill your bodies, it shall not be able to 
kill your souls; and though it bring you to the grave, as it did 
your Head, it shall not be able to keep you there.” James says: 
“Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” (James 1: 15.) 
Yet no man, without the grace of God, sees the evil of sin till it 
is too late. Folly is bound up in the soul of man, till God drives 
it away by the beams of the Sun of Righteousness. 

In Judas’ pretended regard for the poor, we see what foul 
wickedness may be covered with the most plausible pretenses. 
The same thing isseen in everyage. By false names every virtue 
is depressed and every vice exalted. Pascal says: ‘One of the 
greatest artifices the devil uses to engage men in vice and de- 
bauchery is to fasten the names of contempt on certain virtues, 
and thus to, fill weak souls with a foolish fear of passing for scru- 
pulous should they desire to put them in practice.” The man 
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who’ beggars widows and orphans, and holds back the wages of 
the hireling, and lives by the distresses he oe on others, would 
fain persuade himself and his neighbors that he is prudent. Tn- 
deed, any pretext will satisfy a blind, stupid conscience. The 

t concern of the massés 1s to justify themselves before men. 
They little regard the tribunal of Goa. Yet the investigations of 
the last day will tear off all false pretenses, and sweep away eyery 
refuge of lies. 

Nor should we forget that character may as well be learned 
from small as from great things. Judas’ petty ego was as good 
an index to his character as his treason. A straw will show which 
way the wind blows. Human character is not made up of a few 

at acts, but of a multitude of little things. Every-day conduct 
shows the man. Great events, in'which we are actors, will fear- 
fully expose us, if in small affairs we are unable to behave well. 
“He that contemneth small things shall fall by little and little.” 
(Ecclus. 19:1.) The failure of our virtue on great occasions is 
but an announcement to the world that we have been habitually 
coming short in our more private behavior. Little rills form the 
greatest rivers. ‘The ocean itself is made up of drops of rain or 
particles of mist. A man is what his habits make him. He who 
cati not resist a slight temptation will never gain the mastery over 
a'grievous one. “If thou hast ruin with the footmen, and they 
have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? 
and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied 
thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?” (Jer. 
12: 5. . 

Tt 2 also manifest that bad men may for a long time appear 
well. Todo so may cost them trouble, but may still be practica- 
ble. Through life they may have such a fear of he’ png and be 
so studious of appearances, as to deceive all around them. Even 
saspicion may not soil their fair name, and yet they may be in 
the gall of bitterness. Eschewing the vices of the debauched, 
they may practice the sins of devils. It is true that this class of 
transgressors have a hard task. They are always like one who 
has a rent in his garment, which he finds difficult to conceal. 
Truth is one and simple. Falsehood is multiform and complex. 
An honest blunderer is to be preferred before the most cunning 
knave on earth. A life of deception is full of hardship and an- 
certainty; and at its close, when amendment is impossible, the 
truth comes out, and in a moment damnation flashes in the face, 
and the poor soul enters on an existence full of misery. When 
God tears away the mask, disguise is‘no longer possible. | 

And yet bad’men might’ know the truth concerning themselves 
if they did not hate it. Judas well knew his own theft, yet he 
refused to considér it a sin to be repented of. He had before his 
mind the clear evidence of his own hypoofisy, but he was not dis- 
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posed to give it its just weight. He hated the light, and did not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. When will 
men learn that concealment is not reenter: We may hide our 
sins from our own eyes, but until God casts them all. behind his 
back they may rise up at any moment and overwhelm us. If men 
were not as unwise as they are wicked, they would not go to the 
bar of God with a lie in their right hand. 

How small a temptation to sin will at last prevail over a vicious 
mind. For less than twenty dojlars, Judas sold his Lord and 
Master. Those temptations commonly esteemed great are not the 
most sure to prevail, The ribaldry of the Philistines did: not 
move Samson from his fidelity ; but the blandishments of Delilah 
overcame him. Esau sold his birthright for a mess of pottage: 
Many a man consents to lose a friend for his wit, yea, to lose his 
soul for a quibble. Men may sin until the mere force of habit, 
without any apparent inducement, seems sufficient to impel them 
to great enormities. 

Nothing prepares a man for destruction faster than hypocrisy 
or formality in actions of a religious nature. The three years 
which Judas spent in the family of our Lord probably exceeded 
all the rest of his life in ripening him for destruction. So many; 
so solemn, so impressive truths were presented to his mind, that 
he must have becorfie very rapidly hardened. “I have peace- 
offerings with me; this day have I paid my vows,” (Prov. 7: 14,) 
said one who was now ready for the worst deeds. The reason why, 
other things being equal, apostates are so much more wicked 
than others, is that they have learned how to resist all good 
influences. They have tried the remedy, but first learned to ren- 
der it ineffectual. 

It is a small matter to be judged of man’s judgment. The judg- 
ment of God, it shall stand ; it is righteous, it is always according 
to truth. Man judges of the heart by appearances. God judges 
of appearances by the heart, and he judges of the heart by itself. 
The tribunal, from which there lies no appeal, will reverse a vast 
number of the decisions made by the tribunals of earth. Public 
opinion often errs. Individual judgments are as often erroneous. 
If men condemn and God approves, all*is well. But if men ac- 
— God condemns, all is lost. He that judgeth us is the 

rd. 


We should never forget that official character is one thing, and 
moral character another thing. All official characters may be sus- 
tained without any real grace in the heart. Balaam’s prophecies 
were as true and as sublime as those of Moses or Isaiah. So far 
as we know, Judas’ performance of the duties of his apostolic 
mission was as acceptable and as useful as that of the majority of 
his brethren. Even success in preaching is not proof of piety. 
It is the message, not the messenger ; the truth preached, and not 
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the man who utters it, that converts the soul. Piety is of infinite 
importance to every soul of man; but a man who has no piety 
may yet do good. Neither the validity nor efficacy of ordinances 
depends upon the personal worthiness of the administrator. It 
would be very dangerous to teach that our acceptance in approach- 
ing God is rendered less certain by reason of the hypocrisy of him 
who comes to us in the name of the Lord. The apostles expressly 
denied that it was by theirown power or holiness that they wrought 
miracles, If we must know the sincerity of any man who is our 
minister, we could never be sure that we had served God accepta- 
bly in any sacramental service. The efficacy and saving power of 
ordinances is from the Lord alone. And as worthy partakers of 
the Lord’s Supper can not be hindered from receiving a blessing by 
the insincerity of the administrator, so neither can the unworthy 
receiver secure the blessing by the piety of his minister. 

The history of Judas shows us how man will cling to false hopes. 
Hypocrites hold fast their delusive expectations with the utmost 
tenacity. There is no evidence that during years of hypocrisy 
Judas ever seriously doubted his own piety. There were many 
gure marks, indeed, against him ; but What cares any hypocrite for 
evidence? His own blind confidence is to him more powerful 
than all the truths of God’s word. Because he is determined to 
believe his state good, nothing will convince him to the contrary. 

If men thus self-confident forsake their profession, and opal 
apostatize, we need not be surprised. ‘It is impossible but that of- 
fenses will come.” (Luke 17:1.) ‘There must also be heresies 
among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest 
among you.” (1 Cor, 11:19.) Open defections from truth and 
righteousness are no strange things. It has been so from the be- 

inning. Jesus had his Judas. Peter must deal with Ananias, 

apphira and Simon Magus. Paul was in perils among false breth- 
ren, and Demas quite forsook him. We must expect those that 
are not of us to go out from us. If they were of us, they would 
no doubt continue with us, The wicked will do wickedly, though 
for a while they may seem to be righteous. 

The case of Judas gives us the rule of admission to church-mem- 
bership, and, so far as moral character is concerned, to church of- 
fices. We may require a credible profession of piety. Infallible 
evidence of love to Christ is not attainable. A profession of piety, 
accompanied by such evidence as a consistent life affords, is as 
much as we may demand. Our Saviour knew Judas from the be+ 
ginning to be a bad man, “a devil;” but his omniscience, not the 
overt acts of Judas, taught him thus, and so he received him into 
the church, leaving us an example that we should follow his ste 
Our Lord judged of the members of his church, not by what hhe 
as God knew of their hearts, but by their credible profession. 
The Master never did evil that good might come. He practiced 
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on the true rule., Let us seek no other. However painful, our 
fears respecting the real characters of men, we must respect a pro: 
fession of piety, not,contradicted by the life, 

Thus, too, we have a full refutation of the objection made to, a 
connection with the visible church, because there are wicked men 
in hércommunion. The apostles certainly knew that among them 
was one bad man ; but they did not therefore renounce their por: 
tion among Christ’s confessed friends, And Christ himself held 
intercourse with Judas just as if he were all he professed to be, 
So that if one certainly knew another to be an enemy of God, and 
yet could not prove it to the satisfaction of impartial church authori- 
ties, this should not debar him from the Lord’s table. If dogs will 
sometimes get the children’s bread, that is no reason why a table 
should not be spread for the children. 

And in all our dealings with men, it is better to be sometimes 
imposed on, than to be of asuspicious temper. ‘“ With what judg- 
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged.” Sometimes we must put our- 
selves in the power of others. To suspect every man will make 


us unhappy, and commonly prove us to be unworthy of confi. 


dence ourselves. ‘Even a wise man of the world once said: “ Al- 
ways to think the worst, I have ever found to be the work of a 
mean spirit and a base soul.” 

How difficult it is to bring home truth.to the deceitful heart of 
man. Hypocrites are slow to improve close, discriminating preach- 
ing. They desire not to look into their real characters. It was 
not until all the rest had inquired whether Christ referred to them 
in foretelling his betrayal, that Judas said: “ Lord, is it I?” Tho- 
rough, impartial, frequent self-examination is not the characteris- 
tic of any who are at heart unsound. In fact the reluctance of 
some to this duty is sad evidence against them. It costs them too 
much. Aversion to close, searching sermons is a bad mark in any 
man’s character. Such preaching often afflicts the righteous more 
than the wicked, though the latter are the most sure to be offended. 
When Christ had exposed the miserable hypocrisy of many who 
followed him, it is said: “ From that time many of his disciples 
went back, and walked no more with him.” (John 6: 66.) They 
could not endure the truth. Yet Judas smothered up his feelings, 
and bore it all. He cared not so much for his feelings. He went 
after his covetousness. 

Nor could one do a wiser thing than to inquire whether he has 
better evidence of piety than the great traitor had during his apos- 
tleship. Judas could heal the sick, raise the dead, sal cast out 
devils. He was first a disciple, and then an apostle of our Lord, 
He often heard Christ preach. He held the only office of trust 
among the apostles. His reputation for piety stood as fair as any 
man’s. His persuasion of his good state seems to have been so 
firm, that he hardly felt inclined to look into the grounds of his 
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hopes, He was not a drunkard, nor a swearer. He was not a 
captious hearer of the Gospel. Without a murmur he bore.all the 
fatigue of his apostolic mission. He was not an.envious man be- 
yond others, He was not a slanderer, a reviler, a backbiter, a 
whisperer. He displayed no inordinate ambition. He was nota 
brawler, nor a violent and outrageous man. And yet he was not 
achild of God. Mere negative goodness, mere freedom from open 
vice, proves no man an heir of glory. It.is true there was suffi- 
cient evidence against Judas, but he willingly overlooked that. If 
many men had as good evidence against their enemies or their 
neighbors, as.they have against themselves, they would speedily 
pronounce them hypocrites. 

The case of Judas discloses the uselessness of that sorrow of 
the world which worketh death, hath no hope in it, and drives the 
soul to madness. It is not desperation, but penitence, that God 
requires, Regrets without hatred of sin are useless, both on earth 
and in hell, They avail nothing in time, nothing in eternity. 
When it is said Judas repented, the word translated, repented, is 
not the word used by inspired writers to express godly sorrow, or 
saving repentance. There’is much sotrow that does but prepare 
men for other and more dreadful deeds. 

In the case of Judas we have also a fearful example of the ter- 
rible judgment of God against the wicked. As he loved cursing, 
so it came unto him; as he delighted not in blessing, so it was far 
from him. As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his gar- 
ment, so it came into his bowels like water, and like oil into. his 
bones. God’s judgments are still abroad in the earth. Of all 
judgments, those which are spiritual should most alarm us. To 
have eyes and not see, to have ears and not hear, to have hearts 
and not understand, to hold the truth in unrighteousness, to be 
forsaken of God, to be given over to believe a lie—these are among 
the direst curses that fall on men in this world; and they are sure 
forerunners of God’s sorest plagues in the world to come. And 
how fearful must it be to fall into the hands of the living God, 
when on earth a drop of his wrath will make men choose hangin 
rather than life. And how dismal must be the prospects of all 
who die in their sins, when they shall have for their companions 
Judas and all evil-minded men, the devil and his angels, The so- 
ciety of the damned is good ground of earnestness im fleeing from 
the wrath to come. 

The doctrine of universal salvation has no countenance in Scrip- 
ture. It is disproven by many express declarations, and by man 


’ fair and necessary inferences, It is disproven by the case of Ju- 


das. If, after many thousand years of suffering, he shall rise to 
everlasting happiness in the skies, it will be good for him that he 
was born. Eternal happiness far outweighs all temporal suffering, 
however protracted. Any existence which terminates in. eternal 
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glory will prove a blessing beyond all computation. All tempos 
ral suffering can be gauged. But who can fathom the seaof 
love, the ocean of bliss, made sure to all believers? And eternal 
misery is as dreadful as eternal glory is desirable. Oh! how fear- 
ful must be the doom of the incorrigibly wicked, when in their 
case existence itself ceases to be desirable, or even tolerable! It 
is true of every one who dies without repentance toward God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, that Ir HAD BEEN GOOD FOR THAT 
MAN IF HE HAD NOT BREN BORN. 
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THE REIGN OF THE SAINTS.* 


“Anp the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High.”—DanieL 
7; 24. 


Tas is part of Daniel’s prediction concerning the order of em- 
pire in the Christian ages. In a previous vision, the prophet had 
seen the world, with all its races, interests, institutions, and des- 
tinies, made over to Christ, the universal King. “I saw in the 
night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. And there was given him domin- 
ion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, and nations, and 
languages, should serve him: his dominion:is an everlasting do- 
minion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed.” 

But, as this great empire, and every part of it, was then in alien 
hands, Daniel was permitted to complete the vision, and, by a 
second revelation, beheld the historic transfer of races; and gov- . 
ernments, and trades, and destinies, to their appointed owner— 
the King of kings and Lord of lords. These prophetic para- 


* Sermon delivered before the Foreign Missionary Society of New-York and Brook- 
lyn, on Sabbath evenings, November 11 and 18. 
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graphs, therefore, are a carefully prepared chart, revealing the 
course of empire, till it consummates and ends in the universal 
reign of our Lord Jesus Christ. : 

Power, and greatness, and government shall descend, says the 
prophet, through successive administrations and intermediate 
thrones—the Assyrian, the Roman, the Papal, to the last era— 
and the closing stage, when the saints of the Most High God shall 
take the kingdom and superintend it in the name of their Lord. 

And this is the topic upon which I propose to discourse this 
evening: the empire of the world falling at length into the hands 
of the saints. - 

I shall be obliged to ask attention, however, here on the 
threshold, to several preliminary remarks, going to fix the exact 
meaning of the truth, that the saints shall one day possess and 
govern the world. Let me say, then: 

1, That the doctrine of our text does not require us to believe 
that the Lord Jesus Christ is, at some future time, to return in 
person to our world, and set up a visible and theocratic empire 
upon all these continents. If the Redeemer had no other way of 
giministerine his earthly kingdom than by a personal and visible 
reign, the inference would be, not that he should come back, at 
some fixed and far-off period, and assume the empire, but that he 
should have never departed. Now that he has departed, and has 
supervised and extended his kingdom for nineteen centuries, with- 
out the aid of any local palace, or the need of any visible govern- 
ment, it is too late for us to imagine that he can not go forward as 
he has commenced, and reign in the future as he has in the past— 
the King invisible, eternal, and divine. The kingdom of which 
we are to discourse this evening, is a spiritual kingdom therefore; 
is an empire that asks and needs no visible manifestation of its 
Lord, no earthly metropolis, or scepter, or throne. « And though 
the reign of the saints is to be a wide-spread and universal rule, 
yet I shall need to say: 

2. That the Scriptures do not require us to teach or to believe 
this doctrine even in any absolute, extreme, and unexceptionable 
sense. We should look in vain, I suppose, for any text which, 
properly interpreted, assures us that at some time before the final 
coming of Christ his followers will literally hold all the offices, 
and own all the property, and ply all the trades, and make all 
the laws, and carry on all the affairs of the world, reducing the 
wicked to utter penury and subjection. I do not so understand 
the language of prophecy ; or so imagine when I anticipate the fu- 
ture. The meaning of the Scriptures, if I do not altogether mistake 
their sense, is, that the saints as persons, and their great Christian 
maxims as principles, shall ultimately win such an ascendency 
over all nations, interests, institutions, and affairs, that this whole 
world shall become an orderly and well-governed Christian em- 
pire. If there shall be impenitent men, as there may be, they 
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shall nevertheless, either of their own wil!, or by the constraint ‘of 
others, submit’ to Christian usages,, and acquiesce in just and 
salutary laws. If there shall be trades, and offices, and property, 
that are not in Christian hands, as there may be, they who hole 
them shall yet be so under the power of dominant Christian ‘in- 
fluences, that _ shall obey as willing servants, though they do 
not codperate.as loving sons. This, as I conceive, is the doctrine 
of those Scriptures which tell us that the meek shall inherit the 
earth, and the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of 
the saints of the Most High. — 

But it is obvious, considering the present state of the world, in 
regard to its interests, possessions, and rights, that such an acqui- 
sition and such control, on the part of the saints, must be the 
result of an august assault, and the achievement of a successful 
aggression. The people of God must make actual conquest of all 
these estates, and empires, and interests, if they are to obtain the 
government, and reign in the. name of their Master. We shall 
need to inquire, then, and with a discriminating and cautious care, 

3. As to the way in which this great conquest is to be achieved. 
Are the saints of the Most High, after a series of moral victories, 
wrought with peaceful weapons, and by the-aid of the all-con- 
quering Spirit of God, to change their tactics and go forth, in 
coming times, with their armies to dislodge the wicked, and settle 
as victors on all the continents? The Scriptures every where dis- 
courage such conclusions. They that take the sword shall perish 
by the sword. The weapons of our warfare are mighty, but are 
not carnal; are mighty because they are not carnal. Morente 
we have read history to little purpose if we have not seen that 
the only revolutions which are permanent and deep, are those 
which ‘take place underneath the surface—penetrating and recon- 
structing a nation’s thoughts. Accordingly, there are in every 
“community natural processes and lawful methods by which to 

effect, first, a moral, and after it a civil revolution. Who has not 
observed that there are changes going forward continually, in 
every part of the social organism, by which estates, and privileges, 
and titles, and influence, and power, and supremacy, pass from 
one possessor to another, from one me ge to another? 

‘It is a great law of nature, a law operating among all the 
orders of the animate creation, that the superior race shall win 
ultimate ascendency over the inferior. Put two children, two 
men, two tribes together, and let them associate, and interact, and 
adjust their relative forces and positions, and no matter what 
titles or what opportunities you bequeath to the inferior, or what 
stigmas and restraints you cast upon the stronger, as time ad- 
vances, the Saxon will conquer the Celt —the weaker will submit 
to the mightier. When a clerk, or apprentice, or servant chances, 














a 


Sh RP LTE 





THE REIGN OF THE SAINTS. 51 


as sometimes happens, to be superior to his master —superior, I 
mean, not in any brute and physical, but only in :a moral and 
manly sense—when the subordinate has more intelligence, and 
more capacity, and more perseverance, and more self-control, and _ 
more real dignity than his master—how often have we seen the 
two change places at length, and house, and fortune, and equipage, 
and. business, and titles, and reputation all pass over from the im- 
becile lord, who encumbered and forsook, to the more worthy 
servant, who deserved and earned them? No assault was made 
upon the original owner, no single right of his was infringed or 
invaded ; but by a fixed law of Providence, intelligence coping 
with ignorance, and industry contending with idleness, and econ- 
omy vying with excess, and temperance contesting with indulg- 
ence, and strength competing with weakness, the imperial powers 
overcame the menial, and he who touched the goal took the prize. 
Here, now, is a great, silent, universal law of nature, which is in 
secret league with all the saints on all the continents; and which 
has but to continue, and to operate, and it will im time transfer the 
empire of the world to them. The people of God have no need to 
assail the nations; they have no use. for arms, and no license for 
invasion, They have only to keep their Christian virtues, and 
exercise them, and by this simple process they shall at length ac- 
quire a kingdom, and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven. 

But. there is another question touching the manner in which the 
saints are to get possession of this world, which we shall need to 
consider before we can fully comprehend the meaning of Scripture. 
The earth is covered with a vast framework of social institutions, . 
whose present and special office it is to guard, and administer, and 
conserve the temporal interests of nations. Laws, courts, govern- 
ments, arts, customs, trades, these are not so much instruments of 
religion, as organs of society. Here they are, a vast system of 
social institutions, the fabric of ages, the framework of history. 
Will the saints of the Most High, as they advance and take pos- 
session of the world, overturn this great edifice of social order? 
Will they remove existing governments, offices, orders, and cus- 
toms? And will they set up in their place the one great insti- 
tution, the Church, making all offices spiritual? Orrwill they 
invent and establish a new social constitution, suited to the times 
in which they live? The Papist answers: The Church is the one 
sufficient organization for the conduct and government of all sub- 
lunary affairs. Plant the Church, that is, the Romish Church, in 
any land, and there is no more need of senates,or parliaments, or 
courts, or kings, or presidents. With the Pope for sovereign, and 
his cardinals for ministers of state; with priestly muncios for 
judges, and infuriate monks for executioners, society may dispense 
with all other governments, and intrust the affairs of time, as. the 
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destinies of the otherstate, to the care of the one infallible Church, 
But the Scriptures hold no such language. According to the pat- 
tern which they present, society, as she has many interests, must 
equip herself also with many executive institutions and organs, 
And, since civil order is as indispensable to social well-being.as 
spiritual thrift, the State is an institution as truly divine as is the 
Church. : 

The one is Christ’s authoritative organization, for the control 
and government of things spiritual. The other is his twin or- 
ganization, for the management and direction of things temporal. 
And the moment either of these bodies invades the other’s terri- 
tory, and undertakes to regulate affairs in which it has no juris- 
diction; the moment a Hildebrand ventures to dictate to states, 
or a Henry aspires to be Head of the Church, that moment the 
world is out of joint, and disorder and debasement must certainly 
ensue. If the saints are to govern the world, therefore, we may 
be sure that they will use the Church for church purposes, and 
remit all state matters to the charge of states. 

They will not repeat the mistakes, or renew the cruelties of 
former times. Instructed by history, they will neither destroy 
kings, nor drive forth magistrates, nor dissolve constitutions, nor 
disrupt laws, nor make war upon science, nor do any thing else 
to reduce society to chaos. No! the saints are commissioned to 
improve the world, not to damage it; to build up good things, 
not to demolish them ; to regenerate the nations, not to destroy 
them. And they are to do all this as the leaven does its. trans- 
forming and resistless work ; by the secret infusion into all parts 
of the social organism, of the spirit of their Master, the spirit of 
equity, and truth, and love. Let me remark, in reference to this 
conquest of the nations for Christ, 

4, That according to all Scriptural intimations, it will be a very 
gradual conquest. We mistake when we imagine that the. great 
revolutions which the Bible predicts, or any other great revolu- 
tions, are to be accomplished suddenly: so that either prophecy 
or history can determine the exact day on which they occur. The 
prophets of the Bible foretell certain anticipated events, and de- 
clare the order in which they are appointed to arrive. But the 
intervals which separate these events, they very seldom measure 
or mention. Loo ing into the future, through these prophetic 
symbols, therefore, is like looking over the tops of the mountains 
to the distant sky. As we gaze we behold one summit behind 
another, and behind the farthest the blue heavens. But how far 
it may be from the first peak to the second, and how far from the 
last to the firmament which is beyond, we can not determine or 
tell. If we were to trust to impressions merely, we should say, 
the farthest mountain-top touches the curtains of the west; and 
whoever stands there can reach with his right hand into the hea- 
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vens. So when we read the twenty-fourth of Matthew, there is 
the predicted destruction of Jerusalem, like a burning mountain, 
blazing in the foreground, and seemingly just beyond it, so near 
that there is no appreciable interval, the white cloud, and the Son 
of Man coming to judge the nations! Prophecy foretells events 
and their order, but leaves out the intervals. And it is in these 
intervals, that the events are born. If Daniel’s fourth beast, that 
had iron teeth, and devoured, and brake in pieces, was, as seems 
probable, a symbol of the Roman State; and if the ten horses 
which sprang from this terrible image, represented, as there is 
good reason to believe, the ten kingdoms into which Europe sepa- 
rated at the dissolution of the great empire ; and if the little horn 
that appeared among these, in which there were eyes like the eyes 
of a man, and a mouth speaking great things, which made war 
with the saints, and prevailed against them, typified, as the best 
commentators suppose, the Papal power, then the next great 
event after the destruction of the Papacy, is to be the transfer of 
the world into the hands of the saints, But how long it shall be 
before the Papacy is destroyed, and how long after that it shall 
take the saints to get possession of the nations, are questions which 
Revelation no where answers. That Antichrist is to be brought 
down ; that Babylon shall sooner or later fall; that for this ex- 
pected overthrow all historic movements are making ready, and 
all the nations of the world waiting ; that the crash of the falling 
hierarchy shall not only shake the earth, but be heard even in 
heaven; and that at the sound thereof, the very angels shall ex- 
ult, crying, Babylon, that great city, which made the nations 
drink of her wrath, is fallen—is fallen; and that then the angel 
having the everlasting Gospel to preach shall fly swiftly through 
the midst of heaven, to every nation and kindred and tongue and 
people, saying: Fear God, and give glory to him; so much we 
may firmly and fully believe. That is, we may look forward with 
entire confidence, and say: One more change—and then the time 
will come for the saints to take possession of the world! We™ 
must say, of this predicted conquest and reign of the saints, 

5. That it is to be, and in a twofold sense, complete and uni- 
versal. 

It will embrace all territory; covering the continents, going 
forth to the islands, possessing the seas. It will include all races 
it will embrace all arts, all sciences, all trades, all interests, all 
governments, all usages, all compacts, all relations. Taking 
session of a country, a district, a race, on heathen or on Christian 
ground, merely taking possession is only the commencement of 
the great work which the saints have in hand. Having got pos- 
session of the territory, they are then to revolutionize She Te-con- 
struct, revolutionize and re-construct till they shall build up upon 
the new site a Christian state, to be the habitation of Hitec 
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ness, the city of the Lord, the new earth. And this great after- 
work of re-construction is even of more consequence than that of 
simple conquest. Better that all the armies of invasion be recall- 
ed from their advance-posts, and the heathen world left where it 
is, in the dominion of Satan and the empire of darkness, than that 
in these Christian lands, and on this recovered territory, the work 
of finishing the’ kingdom whose foundations are only now laid, 
should falter or fail or delay. But neither of these great works 
must falter, and neither must fail, and neither stand idle. The 
pioneers of the Church, all her advance-guards and legions on the 
confines of the heathen world, must assail the unoccupied terri- 
tory, adding new accessions continually to‘the domain of the 
saints. Meantime, they who dweil on the captured continents, 
are nner the kingdom for which alone the territory was con- 
uered. 
7 With this understanding of what the Scriptures mean by the 
dominion of the saints, let us for a little time attend now to the 
evidence by which the doctrine in hand is supported and enforced. 

That the people of God will one day possess and govern the 
world, might be conclusively argued, 

1.. From the known nature of their religion. 

Take the religion of the New Testament, and give it to any 
race or people under heaven, and let it remain rape | them, and 
do its work in them, and that ae thus endowed, will ultimately 
ene and govern the world. They may have no property at 

rst, and no rank, and no office, and no power. The world may 
be entirely in the hands of other races ; but the <_< who start 
in their career, having in their possession the religion of Christ, 
will as repre emg mma! and own the world at last, as they shall 
remain in it. e proof of this yao. is found in the very 
nature of the Christian religion. There are certain qualities of 
mind and character whose legitimate office and privilege it is to 
possess the world. The people who have and use these qualities 
will, by their aid, reach and hold the world. There are other 
habits and traits, whose inevitable destiny and doom are to lose 
the world. The people who harbor these qualities, must let go 
the world and become bankrupt and dependent. Take the case 
of property for an instance. e all know that industry, econo- 
my, moderation, and health amass; while idleness, and intemper- 
ance, and luxury, and prodigality, and disease waste it. ho, 
then, are the ultimate heirs of the world’s wealth? Why, they 
-who have and who shall continue to have the qualities which ac- 
quire and preserve wealth. And who are these? Not the ‘pa- 
gans of far-off lands—for the life of the heathen is ever a life of 
idleness, and unthrift, and loss. Not the wicked or the worldly, 
in Christian lands—for though a single generation of these may 
practice the industries, and observe the moderation, which insure 
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an estate, they can never perpetuate these property-preserving 
habits. Accordingly, if you select any country, or fix upon any 
family, in Christendom, and inquire into the. history of their. for- 
tunes for a few generations, you shall see that while worldlings 
can accumulate they can not preserve. The impenitent father 
may be industrious, and economical, and wise ; his impenitent son 
may follow his example, and retain, and even augment, his t 
patrimony, But, by and by, abundance will begin to breed ex- 
cess, and the lusts of later, generations will consume what the 
labors of those who went before accumulated. Thus it is, that all 
other orders and races of men are either not acquiring, or acquir- 
ing only to lose again, this great world-treasure—property. But 
the religion of the New Testament not only implants the qualities 
which acquire and retain wealth, it preserves them. Just so long 
as that religion remains with a people, therefore, its fruits. must 
remain. Here, then, are the people into whose hands the wealth 
of the world will one day come. Their religion, as it makes them 
sons of God, makes them also heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Jesus Christ. The same is to be said of rank, and influence, 
and authority. There are certain traits of mind and character 
which are God Almighty’s special seal of nobility. They who 
bear these insignia are in fact, and sooner or later: they will be 
seen to be, the lords and princes of the world. Integrity, intelli- 
gence, greatness of mind and heart, the people to whom God gives 
these traits, and among whom he perpetuates them, may be ob- 
scure and unknown for a time; but they shall one day rise above 
their fellows, as the stars outshine the insects, as the oaks over- 
shadow the brambles! But where are the people who have, and 
retain, and will continue to have and retain, to the end of time, 
these supereminent and princely qualities? Weallknow. They 
are the saints of the most highGod. Other men have noble traits, 
and show themselves worthy of honor, and place, and power. 
But, outside the Christian Church, there is not a tribe, or clan, 
or family, in all the world, which can preserve and transmit their 
nobleness, so as to secure to after-generations the power or the 
place of the fathers. But the religion of the saints is an eternal 
spring of greatness and virtue; and they who retain that religion, 

all finally possess not the property of the world alone, but its 
posts of power, and its places of authority. As saith our text: 
The kingdom, and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, shall be given unto the people of the 
saints of the Most High. 

The same conclusion might be argued, 

2. From thé actual history of the Church, since it has had a 
place among the nations. 

When the Saviour left the world, his disciples, you remember, 
were utterly indigent and helpless and weak. Formerly, under 
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the reign of Solomon for example, the saints of God had power 
and wealth and greatness. But might and property and fame and 
influence had departed with their departing virtues; and it seemed 
that the followers of Messiah had surrendered the world to receive 
and enjoy their Lord alone. The ungodly had seized the wealth, 
had usurped the governments, were plying the trades, were leading 
the armies, were instructing the schools, were directing the opinions, 
were determining the destinies of all the nations. Impoverished 
and alone, the disciples of Christ began their work; and they and 
their successors have carried it forward through the centuries to 
the present time. Look forth, then, at this moment, and observe 
for example, How much of the world’s wealth has come into the 
hands of God’s saints during these last eighteen centuries? How 
much of the world’s wealth, and her sources of wealth, do the saints 
possess to-day? Draw them aside out of all the nations; let the 
people of God take their trades and their treasures and go forth, 
as of old the Israelites went forth from Egypt, to some far-off land 
of promise. From Europe, from the Kast, from Britain, from 
America, from the islands of the seas, let all Christians withdraw, 
bearing with them their accumulated and proper wealth. And is 
there a nation under heaven that could make out such an inventory, 
and show such an estate as the Church possesses to-day? Nay, is 
there a nation in the whole circle of Christendom that would not 
be bankrupt in a twelvemonth after such an exodus of her saints, 
and their treasures? 

Or take any other element of social power. Take intelligence, 
for instance; the mastery of all arts, the knowledge of all sciences, 
the ability to influence and affect the world, and what an accumv- 
lation of all forms of enduring and practical wisdom have the saints 
of these bygone centuries made! Have the nations any single 
science, trade, invention, art, philosophy, of which the saints are 
now ignorant? Nay, do not the nations derive their trades, and 
arts, and knowledges almost exclusively from the people of God? 
Who are the pioneers in all the sciences? Who lead the way in 
all the trades? Who explore the unknown seas? Who discover 
the unknown continents? Who pilot the ways of traffic? Who 
are the men that are thus the lights of the ages? Why, were one 
to go back over these eighteen centuries, and extinguish every 
thought, and erase every revelation, and annihilate every book, 
and remove all that the saints of God have contributed to illumine 
and elevate and gladden the nations; were he to go farther, and 
take away every Christian soul, our Western world would become 
as dark as is the Eastern; and there would be as little intelligence, 
or as little thrift here among the nations that have come towards 
the setting sun, as among those who sit in the shadow of death, in 
India and China and Japan. For eighteen centuries, the saints 
have been gradually getting possession of the world, of its intelli- 
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gence, of its arts, of its property, of its positions of power and in- 
fluence. And what they have once gained, they have never finally 
' yelinquished, and never wholly lost. Great monarchs have aban- 
doned their thrones; great captains have lost their laurels—great 
empires have become bankrupt and desolate and poor. But the 
saints have let go no single item of their possessions, except to 
gain greater, and, after all her changes and migrations, the Church 
is wiser, stronger, richer, to-day than she ever was before. Project 
this Church into the future now! Let the saints of God go on for 
the centuries to come, acquiring and accumulating as they have 
done in times gone by; and is not here an argument to attest what 
the prophet foresaw? That the kingdom and dominion, and,the 

atness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given 
at length to the people of the saints of the Most High God? 

And then, 3, All the indications of providence point, as with a 
prophetic finger, to the same grand consummation, the delivery of 
the world into the hands of the saints. Within half a century, all 
the nations have been thrown open to the saints of God, and they 
may enter and ply their work diligently and mightily as they will. 
Within the same period, the mind of the world has awakened to 
universal consciousness and universal inquiry. And among all 
the nations, the great i me which agitate the masses, and 
strike to the very foundations of being and thought, are, What 
things are true? and, What things are right? Who is to answer 
these questions? Who shall supply these inquiring millions with 
what they seek? Look again. Within half a century, all the 
powerful tongues on the globe have been impregnated and freighted 
with the truths of Christianity. The Bible has been translated into 
more than two hundred languages and dialects, and given to the 
nations, So that there is not now, on earth, a single wide-spread 
or powerful form of human speech that does not contain and pro- 
mulgate and echo among the people, the truths and promises of 
the word of God. Meantime, all the old religions of the heathen 
have become confessedly effete and decrepit. Not one of them 
can ever spread ; not one of them can continue long to live, even. 
Among their own disciples, nay, among their former devotees, 
they have already become a burden and a grief. Nor is this all. 
Mohammedanism, once so mighty, and Infidelity that had power 
in other ages to diffuse itself, and Roman Catholicism that once 
. encircled the globe with its missions and its triumphs; all these 
systems, the last that time has power to breed, are to-day shorn of 
their power, and unable to extend to other races. Look over the 
world. Where is there a spot on any of its continents, where 
either of these rival religions can ever take root or spread? Will 
the Hindo receive the discarded neology of the Germans? As 
soon will the prairie that has been thoroughly burnt once, kindle 
and take fire from a second torch. Is there a place on the globe 
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to which the Pope can fly, and on which he can establish another 
oun! No; the other religions of the world are getting ready 
to fall, when that mother of all the delusions, and queen of all 
the idolatries—the Roman Hierarchy—comes down. The shock 
of the falling Babylon will bring to the ground all these decaying 
fabrics, leaving the world open to the one remaining religion ; the 
religion of the saints. Are there not signs among the nations? 
What is to come when these old tottering systems reel in the tem- 
pest, and go down never again to rise? Are the nations to have no 
sanctuary, no God, no religion? Is universal atheism to arrive and 
conclude the drama? No; the saints of God are biding their time: 
and that time is not far distant. The world has, in its descent, thus 
far, followed exactly and step by step, the track of prophecy. 
Power and supremacy, in their way to the saints, lodged for a time 
with the Assyrian; went next to Rome,_and perched for a period 
on the scepter of the Ceesars ; till descending once more, they were 
robed in scarlet, and went forth to change times and laws, and 
wear out the saints, and make the earth drunk with the blood of 
the martyrs. Thus far have rule and authority come along the 
line of prophecy. One step remains—for that the nations wait. 
When Antichrist falls, then comes the reign of the saints! 

We may remark, then, in concluding our discourse, and by way 
of particular application of our subject, 

1. That in this great work of possessing and governing the 
world, the people of God must-never allow themselves to confine 
their endeavors to any single achievement, but must preserve a 
breadth and amplitude of purpose, equal to their universal 
mission. 

The strength and prosperity of a kingdom depend, as we know, 
upon the joint action of all its offices, and organs, and people. 
When those who make and those who administer the laws; and 
those who teach the schools; and those who ply the trades; and 
those who hold the possessions; and those who navigate the seas ; 
and those who negotiate with distant states; and those who direct 
the course of public thought, discharge their respective functions 
in an orderly, continuous and beneficent way; then the empire 
prospers. But if rulers and people, neglecting all other interests, 
give attention exclusively to one, no matter what that one may be, 
whether conquests in other lands, or commerce, or legislation, or 
luxury at home, so soon as in any great empire, the magistrates 
and people crowd together into one exclusive enterprise, staking 
the national fortunes upon that single throw, that moment the 
entire commonwealth will begin to decline. 

Now it may be, that one of the great mistakes of the day, is 
just this, of supposing that the saints of the Most High God have 
in hand, not an entire kingdom, but only some one great interest 
connected with the kingdom. For are we not continually asking, 
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over our great religious enterprises, as the disciples did, over their 
own persons and prospect, Which of these is greatest in the king- 
dom of God? ; 

One man, contemplating the masses of our own population, to 
whom the Gospel is not yet ministered, computes their numbers, 
counts their vices, and meditates their doom, till he is ready to 
believe that the one great work of the American Church is. to 
overtake and evangelize this accumulated and threatening mass of 
heathenism at home. Another returns from the mission-school or 
the crowded precinct, and declares, that the American Church will 
overlook the chief mission of the age, if she withholds a timely 
and saving effort for this great army of unevangelized children. 
Avthird has looked upon the desolation of the pagan world, and 
to him—what else could happen to a sensitive and Christian 
soul ?—-the cause of missions to the heathen, is the leading interest 
of'the-day. A fourth, considering the lethargy of the saints and 
the decline of godliness at home, imagines that the revival of God’s 
work in these ten thousand sleeping churches, is a matter which, 
in its issues and prospects, outweighs al] other considerations, 
whether for ourselves or the heathen. A fifth finds that Christ- 
ianity is every where oppressed and enfeebled by contact. with the 
customs of a corrupt community. To his mind, therefore, the 
Church can never make conquest of other races, till she has sancti- 
fied the commonwealths in which she herself resides. How can 
religion overthrow the idolatries of pagan lands, he asks, while it 
is impotent to subdue the vices and suppress the lusts which it 
encounters in Christian soil? In his view, therefore, the prime 
and all-important work of God’s saints, is not a work of missions 
abroad, but of morals at home. Make for the nations one model 
state, he says: nay, take a single city, and complete what Christ- 
ianity has but commenced as yet; show the world one specimen 
of universal intelligence, order, piety,’ and thrift, and such an ex- 
ample, lifted up to the gaze of the nations, would be a standard 
which they would speedily follow. Now the error in all these 
cases, is not, that men attach a fictitious value to triumphs that 
are in themselves of little consequence, but that they allow them 
selves to think that the kingdom of Christ can be administered 
and extended in this world by single endeavors, and solitary suc- 
cesses. No, my brethren! we must adopt broader, grander views 
than these, if we intend to succeed in our work. No where on 
the face of the globe is the kingdom of the Redeemer. completed 
as yet. On every continent; in every city; at every point, some- 
thing waits to be done. In one land the task is that.of instant 
assault and vigorous aggression. The missionaries of Christ, lead- 
ing the van of the advancing army, must set foot on new territory, 
and plant on far-off continents the standard of the cross, the sign 
of strength, the pledge of victory. 
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On other ground, the light of a lost religion must be rekindled in 
sanctuaries that for centuries have been the sepulchers of an extin- 
guished life, the dormitories of a departed faith. 

Here, the work of God must be revived in congregations, and 
over whole continents, when piety declines, and graces droop, and 
the fire of devotion is almost extinct. 

These, even must be expunged, and corruptions erased, and 
piety restored to her twin inheritance, of purity and truth. These 
morals must be improved and intelligence advanced, and laws ad- 
ministered, and the public weal made prosperous and safe. 

Thus in every field and in every place, there is something to be 
done to give strength, and success, and enlargement to the king- 
dom of Christ. And what waits to be done; in one spot or an- 
other; afar in heathen land, or here in our own cities and church- 
es; whatever work is yet unfinished, and yet on hand, that and 
all of it, is alike indispensable and alike important. So that we may 
not point to one field or another, and say: There is our one onl 
work. Our work is every where, every where till the kingdom 1s 
set up. And this brings us to say: 

2. That neglect or debility in any one department of this great 
work of saintly conquest and control, enfeebles and endangers the 
whole enterprise. 

The cause, the kingdom, the Church, are one; even as Christ 
their Head and owner, is one. Our religion too, the animating 
principle of all our endeavors, at home and abroad, is one and the 
same. You can not disable it for one of its appointed tasks, and 
have it strong and undamaged for the others. Let any church or 
commonwealth of churches, become lax and impotent in the great 
work of missions among the heathen; and the same impotence 
and the same neglect will instantly appear in its greater work of 
building the kingdom at home. Zeal will decay, prayer cease, 
ordinances lose their power, hopes grow dim, and stagnancy and 
decline and apprehension be in all their sanctuaries, The light 
set under a bushel to prevent its rays going forth to gladden the 
whole house, droops in its unnatural prison, till, going out, it be- 
comes as dark inside the bushel as it is in hall or chamber or closet 
around. On the other hand, let a church, or a continent of 
churches, neglect their work at home, to give the greater attention 
to the cause of missions in the far-off lands; and the distant 
heathen field will reflect in all its fortunes, phases, and destinies, 
the exact state of things in the Church and the communities at 
home. Take what care of hand and foot you will, if the heart be 
diseased, if the lungs are unsound, if there be weakness and decay 
at the fountain-head of life, the extremities partake in the common 
decline; and no care of these far-off members can prevent the 
transmission of decay and impotence to them. 

And I would suggest, my brethren, for profound inquiry to- 
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night, whether it be not just here, that we are to look for the 
hidden cause of all our impotence and ill success on heathen 
und and in the cause of foreign missions. Fifty years have 

d since the Church of America went forth to carry the Gos- 

] to the benighted pagans. Doubtless much has been achieved 
in that time. And there was occasion for thanksgiving and 
jubilee, in the great convocation that met a few weeks since 
in-a neighboring city. But go back over the course of cen- 
taries, and read what the first missionaries of Christ accom- 
plished for him within fifty years from the date of their commis- 
sion.. Compared with their magnificent achievements, how poor 
a-spectacle, over which to celebrate a jubilee, is this which we 
have done. What is the cause of this shortcoming in modern 
missions? And I submit to those who can answer: Whether our 
suecesses abroad have not kept pace exactly with our efforts and 
our advancement at home? In other words, whether we have 
not done as much in heathen lands, as could be done by a re- 
ligion that accomplishes no more on her own domain and among 
her own people. When so many of our churches at home, de- 
cline in grace and.decay in strength, when the number of our 
converts scarcely exceeds the numbergof annual removals by 
death; when our children, bearing the baptismal sign, reject the 
religion which we offer to the heathen, and Satan snatches from 
Christian households almost as many souls as we reclaim from 
the pagan hosts; when immorality gains strength within sight 
of our sanctuaries, and worldliness corrupts the graces of so 
many who call themselves saints; when ignorance and super- 
stition and fraud constitute a heathenism on our own soil, and 
that heathenism instead of giving way before our religion, is 
growing annually more confident, more mighty, more porten- 
tous, is there not a cause in the character of our Christianity at 
home, for all its impotence and ill success when offered to the 
far-off races of the heathen? 

The best thing the Church of America could do, the best thing 
the Church of Christendom could do for the great work of mis- 
sions to the heathen would be, to stir up their graces, and call 
into use their strength, and accomplish at once and to the full 
the work they have on hand at home. God be merciful unto 
us and bless us, cried a saint of the olden time who understood 
the connection between the several parts of the Church’s work. 
God be merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause his face to shine 
upon us, that thy way may be known on earth, thy saving health 
unto all nations. rise, shine, said a prophet to the far-off 
Church of Christian times, arise, shine, for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. That is the time for 
the Church to shine upon the nations that sit in the shadow 
of death, when there is light in all her towers, and the glory 
of the Lord overshadows her services, and irradiates her sons. 
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Go then, ye saints of the- Most High God, to your great, your 
universal, your poten: and royal work. Set up the king 
dom, set-up the kingdom, and commence your glorious and right- 
fal reign. Here on the home field, acquit yourselves with cour- 
age, fidelit and unwearied zeal. Take up all these honest, in- 
viting, and beneficent trades, holding and working them for 
Christ and his kingdom. me what you may by every lawful 
means, of this precious, useful and accessible property. Ascend 
upon all legitimate paths, to posts of influence and seats of authority. 
Lay hold of government; possess the offices; compass all forms 
of knowledge; appropriate all liberal and honorable arts; wield 
the power of letters; put forth the energy of thought; get so 
much of the world as is within your reach, into Christian hands, 
And then, make: it your fixed purpose, as it is your high 
mission, your holy calling, your supreme and unalterable duty, 
to hold, use, and govern all that you possess, in a truly 
Christian way; making the field in which you dwell a miniature 
kingdom of Christ. Scatter instruction; suppress sin; overcome 
evil; diffuse good; build upon this waiting soil the empire of 
your ascended Lord. Show to the nations, and send to the na- 
tions, that true, that migl#ty, that transforming religion which can 
erect here among us, and there among them, the needed, the 
promised, the glorious kingdom of Christ. 





SERMON Vt. 





THE DECEITFUL HOPE. 
“ Anp their hope shall be like the giving up of the ghost.”—Jox 11 : 20. 


SucH is the solemn and impressive language employed to de- 
seribe the final disappointment of the unrepenting and ungodly in 
the, hour of departure from this world of hope, trial, and proba- 
tion. Such is the nature and effect of that fearful experience in 
the article of death, which all have encountered who have gone 
down to the land of silence, darkness, and the grave, leaning on 
a false foundation, 

herever the word of God is revealed, almost every person 
cherishes some kind of hope. Beside that one hope, which is as 
an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast, there are a great variety 
which are all fatal. From the hardened infidel up through all the 
ades of fundamental error, and through the influence of man 
eceptive impressions, multitudes gain and cherish a hope that 
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will be well. The man of business anticipates some time, yet fu- 
ture, of leisure to repent; while he of many kind affections trusts 
to divine clemency either to insure conversion or preserve him 
from perishing without. The merely selfish seeker obtains the 
notion that his sins are forgiven, and considers the joy that attends 
as evidence of regeneration. Even the hardened hypocrite often 
fancies that when his several specific objects are accomplished, he 
will become honest with himself, his fellow-men, and with his final 
Judge. 

These hopes, thus erected on sandy foundations, will be like the 
spider’s web when the fiery trial comes; for other foundation can 
no man lay.than that which is laid, even Jesus Christ. 

Yet, until the very last moment, the self-deluding sinner will 
cling to these fatal hopes, and then when he must abandon them, 
it is like the giving up of the ghost. The moral features of the 
immortal soul are struck with a hue analogous in some respects to 
that which marks the form it is about to leave. 

1. It is giving up that which is very dear. Like life itself, it 
has been ardently fostered. In order to maintain it, reflection 
has been shunned, Scripture perverted, the ministry derided, 
friendship grieved, and the Holy Spirit,insulted. The delusions 
of error have been sought, me 4 their preachers trusted. When 
conscience has warned him, he has refused to examine; when 
sickness assaulted, he has sometimes trembled, but still clave fast 
to his hope. It has eased the corrodings of remorse, and silenced 
the whisperings of fear. Therefore he has become fond of his 
delusion. Does he trust to the religion of form, or rely on the 
words of an absolving priest, or fancy there is no eternal pain, or 
reject an all-sufficient atonement—mark how wrathful he becomes 
when his platform is shaken, and his beautiful edifice denounced 
as utterly insecure. No bitterness of the human heart can exceed 
that of a man who feels that his long-cherished hope is earnestl 
and absolutely condemned. Still he finds consolation in his vi- 

erous hope—still cherishes it in his bosom. At last, when the 
atal crisis has arrived, and his hope must die, it winds its cold, 
expiring coil around his soul, and hisses his eternal doom: ‘ For 
at the last, it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder.” 

2. Yet, dear as it is, it must be given up. As there is no dis- 
charge in the great struggle with death, so there is none in the 
eontest of false hopes with eternity, in all her irresistible light. 
The delusions of sophistry, the flattery of friends, the dread habit 
of self-deception, all are unavailing. The vulgar and the refined ; 
the timid and the brave; the stupid and the sensitive; the beau- 
tiful and the strong, must alike fall before the scythe of Time, 
which cuts down impartially all, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which pierceth the vital depths of the departing soul. We re- 
member how Voltaire begged for the dread hour to be postponed ; 
how Altamont raved in his irrepressible spasms. We have he 
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- of those, who rolling on a couch of agony, when tenderly ques. 


tioned of the cause, have cried out, ‘ Conscience! conscience |” 
and expired. There was no escape; the hour and the man had 
met, and the false hope must die. 

8. Yes, it must be given up, and that suddenly. Death even 
in lingering disease is generally unexpected at the moment of its 
last effectual touch, So it is with the false hope. A prominent 
infidel in our country, recently, was carried into the land of death 
in about two hours, by the bursting of a blood-vessel. His infi- 
delity fled in a moment. His soul was in agony, and he died re- 
peatedly calling on the Deity’s holy and reverend name! 

4. Depend upon it, the giving up must be soon. Even at the 
longest, your end is near. Death standeth not far away. So is 
the hour when these delusive hopes must die. The world will 
not come.to an end until the time which God has fixed and re- 
served in his own mind, and until the various and sure prophecies 
which require its existence longer, shall all have been accom- 

lished. But the self-deluded sinner must soon be compelled to 

ie. His frail but boasted hope will be like a “rolling thing be- 
fore the whirlwind.” A large portion of his life has been spent 
in compacting together his idolized hope, and the day of his mer- 
ciful visitation is drawing rapidly to a close. When it comes, he 
will feel that his race has been short, and his end has overtaken 
him like an armed man, rushing upon him with irresistible might. 

Finally, when given up, it will leave no substitute but perfect 
despair. When life is resigned, death sits sole monarch of the 
mortal remains. All the bloom, and lustre, and indications of 
life forsake the corpse. So it is with the soul, when she is severed 
from her cherished hope. It is for her to sink in horrid despair. 
Then will she realize that the day of mercy has vanished, and 
that of retribution arrived. That soul, all appliances of redemp- 
tion, all calls to repentance, and offers of pardon, and means of 

race, and strivings of the Spirit have forsaken forever. That 
nal despair no pen can describe, no heart on this side of eternity 
conceive. 

Surely this will be “their end, and their dreadful end.” Then 
let us examine our hopes. Let us be sure to build only on the 
imperishable rock. Wherever revivals exist, and the Spirit de- 
scends from on high, even there, guard against resting upon any 
sandy foundation. Seek to hear, learn, and know the whole es- 
sential truth of salvation! Let it come probing even painfully 
the deceitful heart, searching out every iniquity, and cutting to 
the roots of every unholy habit and affection. By all that the 
soul is worth, resolve on thoroughness in turning to God. Gaze 
even on those features of the divine character which are hated by 
the carnal mind; gaze till hatred shrinks from the pure light of 
truth, and the yielding heart rests delighted in all the bright per- 
fections of a redeeming God! 

















